
Youth Horticulture  
Apprentice Program  

(YHAP) 
�
Who? 
Teens 14-19 years old who live in 
Tompkins County.   
 
 

What? 
A summer job that combines creating 
and maintaining gardens at the Ithaca 
Children’s Garden with skill building 
and career exploration opportunities. 
 
 

When? 
July 5, 2009 to August 12, 2009  
Monday - Thursday  
9:00am-2:30pm 
 
 

Where? 
Ithaca Children’s Garden, Cass Park 
Rt. 89 is our home base and where we 
spend about 85% of our work time.  
We also travel to places like nurseries, 
orchards, greenhouses, and farms.  
�
�

How? 
Apply! Fill out an application and 
we’ll schedule an interview with you. 
Give us a call or drop us an email if 
don’t know where to start or would 
just like some extra info.  
Call 272-2292 X 122 and ask for 
Meghan Cerveny or send email to 
mep245@cornell.edu. 

How to apply? 
 
Applying is easy!  
 

Contact Meghan Cerveny at the Ithaca 
Children’s Garden 272-2292 X 122 or 
email your questions to 
mep245@cornell.edu and tell her you 
are interested in the program.  She’ll 
send you information about the 
application. 

Summary of thoughts about the bird 
garden installation, citizen science 
activity, and bird’s nest, 2009 
by Amelia Kaufman, 15. 

 

“I think the bird garden is a great addition to 
the Ithaca Children’s Garden.  People will 
learn more about local birds and different 
plants that they like.  Observing the birds for 
10 minutes was relaxing and interesting, and I 
spotted several.  Installing the bird garden was 
hard work, as we had to dig many holes but it 
was satisfying.  Building the bird nest was fun 
and a great team activity.” 

2009 Apprentices share thoughts on: 
Teamwork in the Garden  
Jaron Dugan, 16 
“I liked building the gates.  I liked that 
particularly because I think it went smoothly 
with almost everyone doing a unique activity 
to combine for the whole.” 
 
Favorite Garden Activity 
Aseem Nerlekar, 14 
“My favorite gardening activity is planting 
plants because you can watch them grow into 
something amazing and know that you helped 
create it.” 



�� Are you looking for a summer job? 
�
�� Are you between 14 & 19 years old? 
�
�� Do you want earn some extra money? 
�
�� Are you looking for a job where you 

can be creative, learn a lot, meet new 
people, and have an impact on your 
community? 

�
�� Do you want to be outside this 

summer rather than cooped up inside 
somewhere?  

�
�� Do you want to work as part of a 

diverse team of teens from all over 
Tompkins County? 

 
�� Would you like to learn skills that will 

help you get other jobs in the future?�
�

The Ithaca Children’s Garden is… 
¨ ��������� a three acre garden is being built at 

the southern end of Cass Park, Rt. 89 in 
Ithaca.  In 2005, the first Garden element --
Gaia the Turtle -- was completed; 

 

¨ ����	
����� ICG’s programs include the 
YHAP, Growing Gardens, After School 
Programs, and the Scarecrow Jubilee. 
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Visitors relax on Gaia’s head during the Turtle Hatchday Celebration. 

�	��
��	�������
· Orchard installation 
· Arbor construction at 

labyrinth entryway 
· Painting swings and 

garden gates 
· Farm-stand and 

organic farming 
practices 

 
***  

 
Apprentices will help to 
maintain and expand the 
Ithaca Children’s Garden 

this summer. 


